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white Mag during the war agninst
terrorism and Kerry will be an-
other Clinton who will try to ap-
peaze the lerrorists. We need (o

- keep our homeland safe. Electing

Kerry to the White House would

put this country in danger and it

would be ancther term of Clinton

only magnified. It is imperative
we keep Bush as president.

Jerry Avalos

Valley Springs

Coffin images

I am so grateful that our
nephew, Kevin, has returned safe
to his wife and four children
from duty in Sadr City, rag. But
will he ever be free of s
theughts about losing two bud-
dies in mortal combal?

Mo his emotions grab him as
e sees the flag-draped coffins
coming back from the battlefiekd?

I am broken up when ! re-
member how we were forced o
bury sailors at sea when we were
fighting in the war zone during
World War 1. We should all
honor the fallen and be thankful
they are coming home o their
lowed ones for burial,

Robert L. Heaton
Lafayelte

In response to a [ronl page
note May 2, regarding a story
where Fallujah celebrates refreat,
1 mssume you meant that the fine,
young Marines were retreating.
For your information, Marines
o mot retreat. they advance ina
different direction,

James MeCuen
Drechilin

Mot so shocking

George W. Bush is shocled]|
He's shocked that American armed
forees personnel and mercenaries
— axcuse me — "contrectors”.ane
torturing the iusiin people the

- o ni by i 1A - ant

welcoming ws with rose petals and
sweets as liberators.

Sean K. Lehman

Pleasanton

Political attacks

Recently there have been
many political attacks on Presi-
dent Bush. I know that people
are entitled to their opinion, but
it is kind of ridiculous,

It is like being on an athletics
team. There is usually a couple
guys you don't like; however, you
still have to respect them. I you
don't, your team will fail, just lie
the United States will fail if we
don'l sland behind our leader

Everything he does might not
be right, but instead of just mak-
ing useless complaints and ac-
cusations, people shoukd actuakly
try tn do something constructive
to help their country.

T.J. Kelley, 14
Walnut Creek

Insulting view

Tyber Sewell's letter in the May
i Times illustrates the sad state
of civic and history education in
our counlry. Affirmative action is
a Mawed tool, but stating it “low-
ers our standards of excellence”
is personally insulting.

I am an African-American
woman who left high school in
the top 3 percent of my class on
top of school clubs, weelkend vol-
untear work and an after-school
job in o medical office.

I earned my bachelor's and
master’s degrees and continue (o
velunteer in my community, 1 am
nod unigue among minorities. But
I'm repulacly o victim of discrimi-
nation because prople see my skin
, not my accomplishments,

A walk In someons else's
shoes would show Sewell we are
nowhere near a state where “the
need for affirmative action no
lenger exists.”™

Praferential treatment in ook
leee admissions? . Laf's sxamine

“legacies,” students benefiting be-
cause generations of their families
have attended the same school,
Generations enjoyed the priv-
ileges of higher education while
my ancestors were denied basic
human rights. Forty vears of
change does not eliminate humn-

- dreds of years of injustices.

Let's stop izing ourselves
a5 “us" vs. "them.” Maybe then
we'd find that commaon goals and
vitlues lead to equal opportunity.

Michelle Meallon
Walnut Creek

Connect Iraq_dﬂts

1 helieve we have lost sight of
our e for going to Irag. So
1zt"aip1n-|t:rrgﬁzct the dots.

Where are the weapons of
masa destruction? Well, they
were gither hidden or destroyed
just prior bo our movement into
Irag. Some have turned up, but
no doubt Saddam had weapons
and would have used them.
Whalt's the big mystery here?

Did we act unilaterally? No!
President Bush built the best
coalition possible given that our
MIA Furopean partners and the
United Mations {?;il for Food Pro-
gram) were on the take. Should
we have bribed them?

The Iragis don't want us there,
This is pure bunk. Who in their
right mind would prefer torture
chambers to freedom? The me-
dia only show the insurgents (fer-
rorists) fighting. Are the media
going doorto-door asking the av-
erage lragi? OFf course nok,

What iz our exit stralegy?
What was our exit strategy when
we declared war on Japan? Go in,
kil them umntil they surrender and
gel a treaty. Our exit strategy in
Iraq is democracy. It fits into an
overall plan to fight terror.

This will be a very long and
costly war. President Bush has
made this point 50 many times |
think the media must be deaf, By
the way, what is our exit strat-
egy for Bosnia?

Randy Merrell
Martinez

New leadership
OK, so it's clearly time for
everynne in the coundry o ake one
giant step back, take a deep breath,
and then own up to the unavoid-
able — we are being governed by
w1 administration in Washington
whose massive ncompetence
clearly exceeds anything wi've
seen in our 228-vear history
It weonbd be unreasonable (o ex-
pect our Republican brethren to
abandan their party and vole for
i Mew England liberal. Therefore,
the only honorable choice for
them is to realize what the ma-
jority of their fellow citizens have
already  painfully - lbarmed

Crenree W Bash is simnly nob o

5/hjoy

THE SUNDAY TIME!

pable of running the Free World
— and set aboul nominating an
actual leader to run for president
under their banner in 2004, 1 sug-
pest Sen. John MeCain of Arizona.

Jim Hogan

El Sohrante

Kudos to ‘Nightline
ABC "Nightline™ took an ax-
traordinary and, in these politi-
cally divisive times, courageous
step in honoring the soldiers who
have died in the current lrag war
Mo matter what our individual
posilion is on the merits of this
war, we should commend ABC on
its decision to do something that
is shamefully long overdue
When has it ever been appro
priate to hide and ignore the
deaths of soldiers who are fighi
ing fior their country? There is no
patriotism in such a cowardly act
s refusing to acknowledge these
deaths in public photos and pub-
lic: tributes and, as is the case with
this president, in refusing to ai-
tend a single funeral. We all need
Lo pay more tribute to our soldiers.
I don't agree with this war, but |
can still respect our fallen soldiers.
“MNightline” is to be congratu-
lated for doing this. Sinclair
Broadeasting, which has banned
this program, should be ashamed
of itself, We owe these soldiers
much more than they have goi-
ten from the government, the
media and the public
Kate Sihley
Richmomnd
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